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A Special Thank You to Our Own Harvey Driver and Ken Thurman
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Harvey Driver and Ken Thurman of the world famous Space Coast Woodturners Club
gave us an excellent demonstration of Vacuum Chucking at our June 12th meeting.
Rather then just give a dry lecture of the advantages of using vacuum chucking, they
showed us by demonstration the advantages of vacuum chucking. Harvey and Ken
demonstrated three different systems: The vacuum pump system; using the shop
vacuum; and the vacuum chuck available from the usual suppliers and the newest
system which uses a venturi run off of an air compressor. They showed us a lot of
“home made” or “build it yourself” accessories which will help the woodturner keep
the costs down on a vacuum chuck system.
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After this demonstration it’s pretty hard not to want to get a vacuum chucking system
for our shops.

We will have a chain saw demonstration at the July 10th meeting. As of the
publication of this newsletter, there are no details. However, it is unlikely that we
will be cutting down a tree in our meeting room.

Harbor Freight Report
As usual, the Harbor Freight demonstration on June 3rd and 4th was a great success.
Thanks go out to Harvey for organizing the demonstration and a big thank you to all
the members that came out to Harbor Freight and demonstrated wood turning skills.
The next Harbor Freight Demonstration will be on October 7th and 8th. If you would
like to participate, contact Harvey.

MEETINGS The Space Coast Woodturners
meet at the Faith Fellowship Church of Brevard, located at 2820 Business Center Blvd,
Melbourne FL … 32940. We meet 7:00 pm9:00 pm the second Monday of each month.
Visitors are welcome!

Chain Saw Demonstration
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SPACE COAST WOODTURNERS MINUTES FOR June 12, 2006
The meeting was called to order by President Jack Gregory at the Faith Fellowship Church 2820 Business Center
Blvd Melbourne, Florida at 7:05pm June 12, 2006. There were 43 members and 8 guests Ellen Rogers, Bill Welch,
Sam Freel, Dyer Matlock, Steve Reeves, Russell & Kaytlin Bremmer and Robert Brokin.

Reports:
President Jack Gregory:
Tiny Wirs is very ill. The Georgia and Tennessee turning symposium’s are coming up in the next several
months’ details will be available in next month’s newsletter. The Awards committee gave Tom Webber an
Appreciation Certificate for his tireless efforts since the clubs inception.

Vice President Chuck Billings:
Purchased new vacuum from Sears for $296.79. Next months meeting demonstration will be a talk about
Chain Saws with a Video.

Treasurer Harvey Driver
Bank Balance of 2217.75 as of the end of May, with tonight’s balance approximately $1700 after expenses.
The club has participated in Three Harbor Freight demonstrations so far this year, with 24 of our members
involved in the last one on June 2nd & 3rd.

Secretary Read Johnson
No report.

Video Tapes Tom Weber:
2 new members tags are available and more Sandpaper sets of “Fine” grits are also available.

Newsletter Paul Todd:
Please send in your email corrections.

Jim Donovan:
Several new catalogues are available. The next order for Craft Supplies is ready with over $1000 being ordered, the cut off date for this order is June 15.

Wynn Arnold:
The T-shirts are here priced at $6 for small to size X and $7 for XX and larger.

John Armstrong:
The club is going to Auction off the two AAW commemorative Bowl Gouges. Any paid up Members will be
able purchase one ticket for $5.00 during any of the September, October and November meetings. With the
rest of the tickets beings available for purchase at the Holiday meeting in December.

Paul Pouliot (How-To):
We had a good turnout for the Sharpening Class. Next Hands-on will be a Spindle turning class on July 17.

Old Business:
Ray Conklin:
The lathe is finished and will be transported to the AAW Symposium in Louisville Ky.
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SPACE COAST WOODTURNERS MINUTES FOR June 12, 2006
Continued
New Business:
Misc:
Glenn Baxter needs the flexible type of microphone stand for the demonstration video unit.

For Sale:
Sears lathe and Miter saw. Small lathe is also available for Free it is a ¾” 16 tpi with a #1 Morris taper.

Show and Tell:
Phil Axtell Sandpaper disk holder
Paul Pouliot NIP bowl soaked in Danish oil
Tom Beswick Pen from corncob make only with the skew and a ring stand
Bruce Swinea Hollow NIP vessel
Paul Todd Open vessel Pine Burl about the size of a tennis ball and Chain sawed Cherry lidded vessel
Eric Thaxton Lidded Box, Goblet and Segmented hollow vessel
Ray Zakrajsek Bottle brush vase, Camphor bell with Black Corian handle
Harvey Driver Miscellaneous turning from Harbor Freight Demo.

Wood Auction:
Rosewood, wet Maple, Buckeye Burl, Beech, Cucumber wood, Persimmon, Poplar, Ironwood, Spalted
Beech, Citrus, Air Compressor
Business meeting adjourned.

Demonstration by:
Harvey Driver and Ken Thurman on Vacuum chucking.

Read Johnson

Announcing the 19th Annual Tennessee Association of Woodturners Symposium.
August 12 & 13, 2006
The Leu Center for Arts
Belmont Campus, Nashville, Tennessee
Featured Demonstrators
John Lucas, Dale Nish, Mike Mahoney, Dick Sing.
Information is at www.tnwoodturners.org or e-mail pres@tnwoodturners.org
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A Message From the President
As you are by now aware, Space Coast Wood Turners fared well at the AAW National Symposium. The
collaborative lathe took “Best In Class”, and we contributed 10% (80) of the Christmas tree ornaments that
would be donated to local charity. There were a total of about 800 ornaments from the 250 + AAW chapters.
My thanks go out to our “wizard” Ray Conklin and all those who worked on the collaborative project, and
to all those who donated ornaments. It’s the spirit of cooperation and “doing” that sets this club apart from
a lot of the others. Thanks again and keep up the good work!!
The Awards committee asked me to thank John Armstrong and Wynn Arnold for the certificate presented to
Tom Weber. C’mon Tom, you didn’t think we BOUGHT you something, did you?
Jack Gregory

From the Wood Pile
Birdseye Maple is found in the sugar maples (acer saccharum) that grow in the northern North America.
Many attempts to discover the cause of the figure in the wood have come up empty. Some claim a virus,
while others say it is the harsh environment that the tree is in that is the culprit, but no one has a definitive
answer.
Birdseye Maple is very difficult to turn because each eye acts like a knot with the grain running in all directions causing excessive tear-out. Sharp tools and light cuts work best. Birdseye Maple sands and finishes
well with most finishes giving a satisfactory result.
Ipe (tabebuia serratifilia) is a South American exotic wood, very hard and dense, weighing 75 lbs. / ft. It is
close to Ebony and Lignum Vitae. When it is green, it will not float. Ipe (ee-pay) is very stable, will not
warp or crack, is very rot resistant, free of knots, and is used for decking, flooring and outdoor furniture.
Ipe turns well with sharp tools. Light cuts are recommended. Sand to 400 grit. Ipe dust may cause skin
irritation and eyes to water. Most finishes will give a satisfactory result.

July Work Shop
Paul Pouliot will conduct a work shop on July 17th on basic spindle turning. The time is 7:00 to 9:00 PM.
Bring a spindle roughing gouge, several spindle gouges and skews.
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TAPE DOCK by TOM WEBER
We have 2 new DVD’s for rent this month.
They are both are Robert Sorby productions, Volumes 1 & 2 of Specialist Woodturning tools. Volume 1
(#D130) features the multi-tip hollowing tool, texturing, spiraling, chattering, Sandmaster system, and
matching bead and cove cutters. Volume 2 (#D131), though rather short, demonstrates the use of the Stebcenter (with emphasis on off-center work), the Easy Beader tools, Hardwood Scrapers, and the Robert
Sorby Sharpening System.
Next month, I’m hoping to have a couple of new DVD’s by Neil Scobie. And of course later this year we’ll
have the AAW DVD’s from this year’s symposium in Louisville, Kentucky.
To recap for our newer members, the Space Coast Woodturners club maintains a DVD reference library for
its members. We presently have over 130 videos, ranging from the absolute basics to some quite advanced
techniques. Next to having a master turner standing behind you and looking over your shoulder, a video is
probably the best teacher you can obtain. (And a heck of a lot cheaper. Just try asking Ray Conklin or Paul
Pouliot to come live with you for a month for one dollar...).
There is already an index for the DVD’s in the front of each sign-out book, and by next month I hope to
have two more indexes completed in larger easy-to-read type. One sorted by turners, and the second sorted
by subject. So if you’re interested in the basics, just go to the ‘Turning Basics’ section, and you’ll see a listing of about ten DVD’s to get you started. The same goes with bowl turning, finishing, special techniques,
and so on.
And again, if there’s any special area that you would like to see represented in our library, just drop me an
email and I’ll see what’s out there.
More on the ultra fine sandpaper we’re offering. If you’re going to be turning any acetates, crushed velvet,
bone, or any of the other dense hard materials, these are the grits to use before you go on to the final polishing. They are also quite effective on the rosewood and ebony class of woods, such as bocote, ebony, persimmon, kingwood, and cocobolo.
And if anyone knows ahead of time what they’d like to buy in the way of sandpaper, either sheets or disc
material, let me know, and I’ll have it packaged separately for you to pick up at the meeting.
Hope to see you on the 10th.
Tom Weber
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Raffle Announcement
As announced at our last meeting ( 6-12-06 ) we are going to have a raffle . The prize you ask ? Well , two
of the finest turning tools you will ever see . The AAW , for their 20th anniversary , came up with the idea
of selling a “limited” collectors edition of a set of bowl gouges ( 1/2” and 3/8”). This is set # 117 of 500 .
They are made only for this 20th occasion . You can go to the AAW website and read more . The handles
are of selected cocobolo and the tool is M-4 steel . They are both signed and numbered . Value is $260.00 +
shipping.
The Raffle Rules are as follows:
1.

We will sell only 100 tickets @ $5.00 each. All proceeds go to our Club .

2.

You must be a paid up Member of the Space Coast Woodturners to buy a ticket .

3.

Each Member can only buy one ticket unless …

4.

If under 50 tickets are sold , then each of those people can have a chance of buying a second ticket .

5.

If any tickets are left , any paid Member can enter a drawing to purchase a ticket at our Christmas
Party.

6.

Tickets will be sold at our Sept-Oct-Nov meetings … See John Armstrong … ticket #’s are 783814
thru 783913 … If you want a certain # bring John cookies .

7. John will ask an HONEST person (that in itself will be a job) to draw the winning ticket . GOOD
LUCK and DON’T pass this up!
John Armstrong
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Raffle Gouges
These are the two Twentieth Anniversary Gouges that will be raffled.
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SCWT Show and Tell Table
The Show and Tell table for the June 12th, 2006 meeting.
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SCWT Ornament Table
These are the ornaments that SCWT brought to the AAW National Symposium. Some of the ornaments
were in packing boxes and are not shown in these pictures.

Announcing “Turning Southern Style XII”
September 08-10,2006
The Georgia Association of Woodturners
At Unicoi State Park, Helen, Georgia.
Featured Demonstrators are:
Stuart Batty, Judy Ditmer, Vic Woods
Guest Turners are:
Dave Barriger, Frank Bowers, Nick Cook.
For more information go to www.gawoodturners.org

Space Coast Woodturners
c/o Paul Todd
stamp

1434 Crest Dr.
Titusville, Fla. 32780

TO:

The Chapter’s Purposes

President:

In addition to supporting the general

321-269-5855

purposes of the AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION of WOODTURNERS, Inc.,
Space Coast Woodturners are to:

Vice Pres:

Provide a meeting place for local woodturners;

Secretary:

Chuck Billings
321-783-7049

Read Johnson
772-562-9031 (days)

Share ideas and techniques regarding this craft;

Treasurer:
Trade woods;
Exchange ideas about tools; and

Jack Gregory

Harvey Driver
321-757-8579

News Editor: Paul

Todd

321-267-1493

Exhibit finished projects.
E-mail:

pt@ptville.com

Space Coast Woodturners Website is spacecoastwoodturners.com

